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RULEt 

Jury and Non-Jury Settings 
(a) On the first ~onday in each even num­

bered month (hereinafter referred to as the "dock­
et Monday'1 the judge of each district court in 
Potier County shall set for trial all contested jury 
and contested non-jury cases for which a setting 
has been requested by one of the parties. On the 
fint Monday in each odd numbered month (here­
inafter referred to as the "docket Monday") the 
judge of each district court in Randall County 
shall set for trial all contested jury and non-jury 
cases for which a setting has been requested by 
Qne of the parties. The cases shall usually be set 
for trial during tJ,e two calendar mpntbs following 
the month of the docket Monday. All requests 
for setting of jury aJ\d contested non-jury cases 
shall be made in writing. and such request must be 
in the office of the Dist;rict Judge by 5:00 o' dock 
p.m. fourteen (14) days prior to the docket Mon­
day. 

(b) Either· at or before the time the written re­
quest for setting is•made to the District Judge, a 
copy thereof must be served upon all counsel of 
record and upon all parties not represented by 
counsel. 

Such request .must be in the form set out in 
Appendix "K'. 

If such certificate is not made or is incorrect 
in any respect the case shall, upon motion by 
counsel or upon the Court's own motion,' be re­
moved from that particular setting. 

(c) Contested non-jury .matters will be dis­
posed of in non-jury as well as jury weeks (see 
Rule 1 (a). Setting of contested non-jury matters 
may be n,iade at the same time as the contested 
jury ·c;ises are set for the jury weeks. Not:lting 
ilerein ordered shall preclude continuation of the 
present practi(e of setting contested non-jury cases 
for trial by giving the required ten (10) days writ­
ten notice to the opposing p~ of the week of 
such setting. Non-Jury cases may be set each 
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month for both jury and non-jury weeks by giving 
such notice to the opposing party or his attorney 
of record and furnishing a copy of such notice 
to the judge of the court. All non-jury cases set 
for trial in this manner during either a jury or 
non-jury week will be placed on the contested 
case docket following the non-jury cases previous­
ly set for that week. 

Compliance with this rule will enable the 
courts to dispose of contested non-jury cases 
during jury weeks when the jury docket breaks 
down. 

(d) No request for setting of any jury case 
for trial shall be made until at least two months 
from answer date. 

(e) Once a case is set for trial on a current 
docket, it shall not be removed &om that current 
trial setting. 

(f) All jury cases shall be set for trial in each 
court according to the order in which such cases 
were filed with the district clerk, except in those 
cases where a preferential setting is required by 
Jaw. 

(g) Special or preferential settings will not be 
looked upon with favor, and in no event, ex­
cept in those cases entitled by law to a preferential 
setting, will such a selling be granted unless the 
case has been on file for at least twelve (12) 
months or unless it is shown that manifest hard­
ship will. result if a preferential setting is not 
granted. 

(h) In the event that any attorney is called 
for trial in cases pending in more than one court 
in Potter or Randall Counties, Texas, the 
oldest ntiinbered civil case (except juvenile cases) 
will have preference, except that special settings 
in any of the district courts will take preference 
over other cases not preferentially set, and if 
one or more counsel are involved in more· than 
one special setting in different courts, then the 
oldest numbered special setting, shall have pre­
ference. 
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I RUlE.2 
Docket Sheets 

Upon making the settings, the Judge shall 
m~ up a trial docket sheet listing each case in 
~e order that it will be called for trial and show­
~ each attorney of record:in the case. The Dis­
trict Judge shall promptly furnish a copy of the 
docket sheet to the District Oerk and shall 
promptly mail a copy of the doclcet sheet to each 
attorney of record and to. each party not repre­
sented by an attorney. 

RULEJ 
Announcem!!nls 

(a) Each Thursday will be announcement 
day for both iurr and contested non-jury cases 
set for the week following in both Potter and 
Randall Counties. If Thursday is a legal holiday, 
·announcements will be made on the immediately 
preceding court <lay. The docket of the district 
courts for all contested Jury cases set for trial on 
the merits during the following week shall be 
called at 9:00 o'cloclc a.m. on announcement day 
in the 47th District Courtro!)ffl in the Potter Coun­
ty Courthouse, ·Amarillo, Texas, and shall be 
, called by each of the judges of the five district 
courts. The call shall continue until all cases in 
all courts are called by the respective judges. 
AttOineys for ALL parties are expected to appear 
In person before the respective judges at 9,00 
o'clock a.m. for the call of the docket. All at­
torneys sl\all appear promptly at 9:00 o'clock 
a.m, and shall remain until the entire civil docket 
call is coinpieted. No anno~temenls will be 
accepted prior to the Thursday docket call. 
ANNOUNGEMENTS WILL BE RECEIVED ON­
LY BYTHE COURT. 

Ob) No announceinents will be accepted after 
the docket call as prqvided in the preceding para­
graph. 

-4-

(c) If the attorney for the plaintiff or the de­
fendent only appears and the attorney for the 
opposing party fails to appear, the annDUIICe- . 
ment of the party appearing will plftllil and the 
case passed at his request or tried unless legal 
grounds for continuaJlce exist. All discretion­
ary grounds for continuance shall be ruled against 
the party not announcing. 

'If none of the parties announce, the case 
shall be dismissed for lack of prosecution. 

(d) When a case which is set for trial is set­
tled, the Court shall immedlately be notified 
by the attorneys of such settlement, and the 
Judge of the court shall remove the case fro,n 
the trial docket. This will enable both the Court 
and attorneys in other cases on the docket to 
better determine the position of such other cases 
on the C:ourrs docket, 

(e) No agree,nent to pass or continue a case 
which is made ~ter the oall of the docket on an• 
noucement day shall be recognized or honored 
by the Court, except in the case of settlement. 

(f) If a party who has announced ready for 
trial on announc:eznent day at any time therea£ter 
withdraws such ready announcement, except 
for reasons of health or o~ hardship situa­
. lions which could not be foreseen at the time of 
announceinent, the case may be dismissed by 
the Court. All attorneys with cases on the 
jury docket for any week are expected to be 
available for trial upon short notia, when called 
by the Judge or his secretary. If the attorney 
cannot be located C\11"" such short notice, the 
case may proceed to-irial or be dismissed by the 
Court. 

RULE4 
All Orders to be Left With Judge 



Any instruments Involving matters previous­
ly heard or disposed of by the Court, as well 
as instruments which may be signed by the Judge 
without a hearing, such as dismissals and 
agreed judgments, among others, shall be pre­
sented to the secretary of the court involved. 
The secretary will then submit promptly such 
instrument, together with the appropriate 
docket sheet, to the Judge for his signature. 
This will permit the orderly presentation of such 
matters to the Court for its consideration with­
out undue interruptions, and all attorneys 
are expected to comply .. 

RULES 
Continuances 

Every , ground. for. continuanc;e not brought 
to the Court's attention ·when the case is called 
Thursday shall be deemed waived and shall not 
be considei:ed wtless such ground arises after 
such call and. could. not. have been foreseen by 
the use of reasonable diligence by counsel at 
the time of announcement. 

RULE6 
Vacations 

Bona fide vacations of not more than one 
month per year of attorneys of record may be 
cecognized as acceptable grounds for continuance 
or postponement of causes. 

RULE'7 
Withdrawalof Counsel 

No attorney shall be permitted to withdraw 
from a case without first presenting a written 
motion and obtalnlng from the Court an order 
permitting withdrawal. The motion shall be 

-6-

aa:ompanied by the clienrs written consent, 
if available, or certificate of employment by 
another attorney, if available. A copy of such 
motion and the consent or certificate of employ­
ment shall be served on all opposing counsel. 

In the absence of such consent or certificate, 
a copy of the motion shall be mailed lo the client, 
return receipt requested, al his last known ad­
dress along with a letter advising the client the 
motion will be presented to the Court for action 
thereon al a date and time certain, not less 
than ten days after the date of mailing. The 
letter shall advise the client that any objection 
to the withdrawal must be presented to the Court 
in writing prior lo • the date set for the hearing 
on the motion. A copy of this letter sha!J be 
attached lo the motion filed with the Court, and 
a copy of the motion and letter shall be mailed 
to all opposing counsel. Leave to withdraw will 
be denied.when to grant ii would result in delaying 
a previously scheduled trial of the case or in un­
due prejudice to the rights of the client. 

RULES 
Motion Practice 

No motion will be set for hearing until the 
moving party shall fir.it communicate with oppos­
ing counsel to determine whether a contemplateg 
m11tion will be ,opposed. If the motion will 
riot be opposed, the moving party shall accom­
pany a motion With a proposed order signed by 
coU1151llfor all parties indicating approval of same. 
If the motion will be opposed, the moving party 
shall state al the beginning of his motion as 
follows: 

"A conference was held on (date) with 
(name), attorney for ·opposing party, on· 
the· merits of this motion. Agreement 
could not be reached; therefore, it is 
presented to the Court for a determination." 

The Court will not set any motion for hearing 

-7-



unless It is accompanied by the fozegoing state­
ment, 

~ order setting hearing shall accompany all 
contested motions. 

RULE9 
Domestic Relations Cases 

In all contested domestic relations cases, the 
form entitled "FINANCIAL lNFORMATION 
STATEMENT" attached hereto as Appendix "B" 
and made a part of these rules shall be completed 
and a copy furnished opposing counsel and the 
Court prior to any show-cause hearing and/ or 
hearing on the merits In dolll\l5tiC relations cases, 

RULEIO 
Dismissals 

A domestic relations case shall be dismissed 
far want of prosecution If the petitioner fails to 
request a setting or take other appropriate action 
after receiving notice from the District Judge that 
the case has been pending more than twelve (12) 
months. Any other civil case shall be dismissed 
for want of prosecution if the plaintiff fails. to 
request a setting or lake other appropriate action 
after receiving notice from the District Judge that 
the case has been pending more than eighteen (18) 
months. 

RULEll 
Copies of Rules Furnished to Attorneys 

The District Clerks of Potter and Randall 
Counties, Texas, shall mimeograph copies of 
these rules and mail a copy to each firm and in­
dividual practitioner in Potter and Randall Coun• 
ties and shall, upon the request of any lawyer 
residing out of either county, mail a copy to such 
attorney. 
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RULEU 
Trial Priorities 

Insofar as is practicable, the trial of a crimi­
nal action shall be given preference over trials 
of civil cases. 

By virtue of constitutional and statutory pow­
ers of District Courts in the State of Texas and 
under authority of Rule 817, Texas Rules of Ovil 
Prooedure, the foregoing rules, which shall 
govern the trial of all. civil cases in the District 
Courts of Potter and Randall Counties. Texas, 
are hereby adopted on this the 23 day of August, 
1978. 

Effective: 
December 1. 1978 .... , , ... , Potier County 
January l., 1979 .......... Randall County 

H. BRYAN POFF, JR., JUDGE 
47thJudicial District • 

EDWAROB. NOBLES, JUDGE 
108th Judicial Distict 

GEORGE E. DOWLEN, JUDGE 
181st Judicial District 

NAOMI HARNEY, JUDGE 
251st Judicial District 

JERRY SHACKELFORD, JUDGE 
320th Judicial District 



APPENDJX "A" 

SUGGESTED FORM FOR 
REQUESTED SETTING 

(date} 

Honorable. ______ _ 
District Judge 
__ Judicial District 
Potter County Courthouse 
Amarillo, Texas 79101 

Re: (Number and Style of Case) 

Dear Judge, 

Please set the above styled and numbered 
cause for trial on the next jury (non-jury) docket. 

This request for setting is made in good faith 
in the belief that plaintiff will be ready for trial at 
the time requested. All of plaintiff's pleadings 
are now in order. 

There (are/are no) special exceptions (or other 
pre-trial matters) which should be presented to the 
Court in advance of trial. 

We hereby certify that all depositions have 
been taken in this cause and, to the best of our 
knowledge, all discovery is completed. 

We futher certify that all necessary ad !item 
appointments have been made and that the jury 
fee has been paid (if applicable). 

All other attorneys in this c:ase on this date are 
being mailed a c:opy of this request for setting. 

Very truly yours, 

cc: (Listing those notified). 
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APPENDIX "B" 

NOTia, 
'thlttora II to bll coopfd:td Uld • con fllftdlbcd lo oppos&q GiNMal ud 

Comt prior 1o the ahow-aae hadaa udfor Ma:rfa1 o■ the mmb. AD '°buaa, 
mat be ta&llcd. 

FJNANCIALINFOIMAnON SfATEMENT 

•o _____ _ DHr'-iUIIII 

Petitlon,r -· 
Auornq fw PetlJI.Offl' Attonwy tw Rapordfflt 

1. Dataaf(maniag,e) __ ._ (Mll',ltatlonl ___ _ 

l. Aan cl diildrm cl thb 
marrup; ( >. () CJ () ( I () CI ( I 

l. 

... ---· HomeplJftftf/mtt s _ SUBTOTALFORWARD 5_ 

""""'-- -- c ..... 
Food -- CnmnaandUimdry 

°"""''°""""""" -- 1,pl F,a ....,,_..,.,,_ __ Gia 

o,,..,.....m -· - """"'-
Gaollne/oillparkfng/ l!nmt&1nmfflt:Acdvidsl ....... __ ....... .,. ........ 
c.rrwpa1n1ma1ntmanc1t 
Oild Qmadiocl hlidon __ --
........,_..,.-
Halrcull (+)_ -------1">-
SUBTO?AL S _ CRANDT0rAL 5 _ 

B. 0lbb (Olfia, tbn home W ..., 
AMOIJNr MONtHlYPAYMENr 

•.-------- •------
-------•>- (-1------

.'l'OTAL $_ >-----~••­
GRANOTOTAl,.(monlhlJGpm,aucldtbl:t) l3A6:3BI 5 _ 
(. An!JOQwarldng:(YaJ(No)KINlofwark•'--------

N.unlolmrplo,a-1 --~----------
5. I am pald1 ( ) --i,,. C l ooay-twa weeb, ( ) lwfcl a mcwh. f ) 011tT • 

mantl\.lwlilpt'llffDatchcd!. -----------
Mybourl,yQ~b._ ___ _ 

4. Ctollinc=-(IIP&iIIWr.attacblutthlftpayilllhtl: 
EACHPAYPEUOD MO. 

•-----~ 
•-

TOt'ALDEDUcnONS s_ li-L-------1••1 
NErlNCOME -- 1-----~ 

'f'. Othfflnci:mll:(Yftl <Nol &plain: ---------
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APPENDIX "B" continued 

5. HaveyoaM:ieivedariyoverdmepaylnthelfllUmDftths(Yesl (No) 
9. Quicka,stts, Uuiworsubf«ttomycuntrol: 

.• -------.. s _____ .,,.,... •---S ---~cndit unions $_undepo,ited CMWI SOL 
S____stocbandborw s ______ _...., ASSN. 

'lcanbotrow~--,---------""mvsipat,m. 
10, byoiirJp011Kwarkingl (Yes) (No) Kin.dofworll: _______ _ 

N.me cf spouse's employff: 
My spomcili paid: ( I wmtly, ( ) cvay two lWft'ks. I ltwicu month. ( I once 
•mcnlh.Myspome'1p,1ydl«k[srtaivcd ----------
My~·1howlyra2ofpayis,_ ___ _ 

U. Crao lnannit (if available. 11ttach ,pousa'slat lhnrP•Y .tubs) 

Dechictioiis1 

Wlthhol4in& tax 
1.1.C.A. .. .,..,... 

,_ 

_______ __..,_ 

EACHPAYPERlOD MO 

•--------" 

TOTALDEDUCTIONS S - i:->--------<·>-
NE1'INCOME S ----------' 

U. Othtr£nar.nc-Spc,use, (Ycsl (No) ExpWn --------

14. HnfOW'spousettalndan,O'ffltbmlnthl:lutU:nonthsl(Yail (No► 
1!1. Quick&sm1: Myspoasehucontrolof: 

S -------'"" S ------->~b S __ _ 
S ____ mditunion, l_und~miml chKb S &L 
5----stocbandbondt 5, ______ ....,,wr ASSN. 

Myspouseca:nbo:JQW,._ ________ ,by ~twe-

16. Custody of thechitdml lsalpn,mt111follOW1: 

17. fANSWERONLYIFWim1 ThefoUowiqwmsfflnuanablyn«aUl)'ot 
,-ittillt the :ability of my~ to pi.y, and th.at itwill be fU and eequbblt 
to nqtiire Ille fotlowlng: 

EAOf PAYPDUOD MO . 
.. Fortr.nponry&linlony s _______ __. 
b. Fordtilchuppart (♦ I f+l _ 

18, Totallinetl7a.&lld11b. s ________ _, 
19, Wile'sN~IDcorrw (+1---------<•>-
20. TotalU-lBUldl'II S ---'------~ 
n. Husknd',No:ttncame S --------~ 
U. LasaUoumylftdsuppcirl M--------'·>-

p,., 181 
2J. N,t hwbani:I Afktdcductioo of child su~ 
portandallmon, s _______ __. 
21. !ANSWER ONLY [f HUSBAND) 1 ml lNt 11 ~ SQffl fot' ffll to pay 
Wffk!ro,monthlywvwdbe: 

•. forlffltpon')' lllimony 
b.. Far di.ild supped 

25. To~line,2.b.attd1'b. 
26. REALESTAtt 

:·--------

EAOIPaUO0 MO . . ______ __. 
(•l +J_ . _______ .., 

VAU/li , __ _ 

•--

IH~I (Wdtl 
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